
Frequently Asked
Questions

What is the Meadowcreek Cluster Health  
Science High School?
The new school, which has not been officially named yet, is 
scheduled to open for the 2019–20 school year. It is a theme 
school with a health science focus combining coursework 
with practical experiences in the broad areas of Medical Re-
search, Clinical Practice, and Health Management.

What is a theme school? Why focus on health 
science?
A theme school offers unique learning experiences and 
courses through a particular lens, in this case, the lens of 
health science. Health science job opportunities are growing 
and students will be able to earn industry certifications, pre-
paring them for the workplace or continued postsecondary 
experiences. Technology, Professionalism, Citizenship, and 
Basic First Aid certifications will be emphasis areas. 

Where is the school?
The school will be located at 3921 Club Drive in Duluth.

Will the school have an attendance zone? 
Yes. Students who live in the Meadowcreek Cluster attendance 
zone will choose to attend either Meadowcreek HS or the 
new Health Science HS. The addition of a second high school 
within the Meadowcreek Cluster provides much-needed relief 
to Meadowcreek HS, which has more than 3,000 students. 
The Health Science HS offers a unique “smaller school” expe-
rience not available at Meadowcreek HS.

Will transportation be provided? 
Transportation to the Health Science HS will be provided 
to students who live in the Meadowcreek Cluster.

Which middle schools will feed the new school? 
Lilburn and Radloff middle schools will be the feeder 
schools for the new Health Science HS. Students will 
choose between Meadowcreek HS and the new school. 
Information meetings will be held at the middle schools 
about their high school options and 8th graders will be 
able to select their school choice in December.

What is the school’s expected enrollment?
We anticipate the new Health Science HS will open with 
approximately 800 to 900 students, growing to its capacity 
of 1,500 students over the next few years.

What is the benefit of attending a smaller school? 
A smaller school experience creates a learning community 
in which teachers get to know their students and students 
are closely connected to each other due to common expe-
riences and interests, fostering a positive learning environ-
ment. When combined with a specific focus area, such as 
health science, a small school also supports each individual 
student’s academic success as well as a commitment to 
connecting students with engaging, relevant learning. 

Will the school offer Gwinnett’s AKS curriculum? 
Gwinnett County Public Schools’ AKS is a rigorous cur-
riculum that prepares students for college and 21st cen-
tury careers for a globally competitive future. The Health 
Science HS students will learn and demonstrate mastery 
of the AKS, just like other Gwinnett students, but they will 
experience the AKS in innovative and transformational 
ways. Our goal will be to extend learning in the health 
science areas, providing our students with experiences and 
knowledge that will help them unlock their future.

How will the curriculum at the school differ 
from what is taught elsewhere? 
The health science curriculum will focus on application of 
learning to prepare students for jobs in the health science 
fields and provide hands-on experiences to give students 
an edge as they enter postsecondary studies and the work-
place. Students will engage in an integrated and rigorous 
health science-focused approach to learning the AKS. 
What does that mean?
• All students will progress through a four-year program 

that begins with seminar courses and culminates with 
capstone projects and internships. 

• To develop a strong foundation, students will take the fol-
lowing courses: Introduction to Healthcare Science, Med-
ical Ethics and Law, and Current Issues in Health Sciences.

• Students will earn CPR, First Aid, First Responder, 
and HIPAA certifications during the four years of high 
school. Additionally, students will have the opportunity 
to earn Microsoft Office certification.

• Students will be able to earn additional health science 
certifications such as Certified Nurse Assistant (CNA), 
Medical Front Office, or Patient Care Technician (PCT).

• Students also will have an expanded opportunity to take 
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dual-enrollment classes, earning both high school and 
college credit for a single class. Students also may be able 
to begin or graduate with an associate’s degree, preparing 
them to become a Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) or Sur-
gical Technologist after high school graduation.

• Students will have opportunities to apply their learning 
through in-class projects, internships, and research projects. 

What health science programs will be available?
The new school will offer four primary health science areas 
to focus students’ studies— Patient Care, Allied Health, 
Health Informatics, and Advanced Medicine. Focus areas 
will give students the foundation to pursue a host of careers, 
such as emergency responder, radiology tech, physician, 
medical billing clerk, medical researcher, nurse, and more.

How does the new school building differ from  
a traditional high school?
The building is designed to connect students through 
unique learning experiences. There are three large learning 
hubs— one on each floor. Each of these large, multipurpose 
classrooms is attached to two computer labs with access to 
nearby collaboration rooms. Each of the four programs has 
dedicated space for instruction and hands-on learning. We 
will have more science lab classrooms to support research 
and investigation. The school’s fine arts spaces, including a 
dance studio, are designed for collaboration across subject 
areas and have access to a large multipurpose theater.

Are there prerequisites or requirements students 
must meet in order to be eligible to attend?
There are no requirements for eligibility to attend the Health 
Science HS, other than living in the cluster attendance area. 
However, the new school was designed for students who:
• Are passionate about health, science, medicine, and allied 

subjects.
• Are creative, curious, and critical thinkers.
• Enjoy applying math and science to solve problems.
• Desire to help others and improve their community.
• Want the school experience to look and feel different. 

I am in 10th grade. Can I transfer to the 
school as an 11th grader or is it suited more 
toward students entering as 9th graders? 
All students in the cluster are welcome. Since the Health 
Science Academy at Meadowcreek HS will be transferred to 
the Health Science HS, the new school will be ready to serve 
any interested students. Of course, incoming 9th and 10th 
graders will have more time to benefit from the school’s fo-
cus than older students, but students of all ages will benefit 
from the health science-focused courses and learning and 
leadership opportunities.

Will there be sports/extracurricular activities? 
Students will be able to participate in intramural sports such 
as soccer and volleyball. A focus on student wellness and 
exercise options will be an integral part of our school experi-
ence for students. Also important will be the dance and the-
atre programs, academic teams, clubs, student associations, 
service organizations, and student leadership opportunities 
similar to those found at a traditional high school.

Will the school offer instruction for English 
learners, gifted classes, Special Education ser-
vices, etc.?
Yes, the school will serve students who are eligible for ELL, 
special education, and gifted services. 

Will students who attend earn special certifi-
cates or diplomas based on their coursework?
In addition to earning a GCPS college-prep diploma, gradu-
ates will complete a college and career pathway, take at least 
one college-level math course, and complete an internship 
experience. Students graduating from the health science- 
focused school will be certified in medical basics, but also 
will have options for more advanced, position-specific certi-
fication and licensing programs, even associate’s degrees in a 
health science field through dual enrollment. 

When a student graduates from the Health Sci-
ence HS, what kinds of college majors will they 
be prepared for? 
One of the best parts of the Health Science HS is that grad-
uates will be prepared to major in a range of health science 
areas such as Bioscience Technology, Radiology, Diagnostic 
Medicine, or the growing area of Health Informatics. How-
ever, because students will learn Gwinnett’s AKS curriculum, 
they will be ready for any college major they wish to pursue.

What if I’m not sure about Health Science and 
want to do something else after high school? 
A student who attends this school is not committing to a 
career or college major. Because students will be learning 
Gwinnett County Public Schools’ AKS curriculum they will 
be prepared no matter the direction they choose for a col-
lege major or career.  We may be a Health Science themed 
school but our focus is on students. Come be a part of some-
thing special and learn well with us!

How can I learn more? 
Visit our website at gcpsk12.org/healthsciencehs. Interested 
students, parents, or community partners also may contact 
Principal Nicole Mosley at nicole_mosley@gwinnett.k12.ga.us.

Come learn well with us!


